
by Dan Johnson

It’s with a sense of renewed 
excitement, that I begin my term 
as President 
of the Summit 
City Chorus.  
My excitement 
comes in realizing 
that this is a new 
moment in our 
history, as our 
new director Pat 
Garmire begins 
his tenure.

There is not 
enough room to 
review all that 
Mark Leimer 
brought to and accomplished 
leading us over the last 11 + years.  I 
truly believe that there is not a better 
organized or strongly-lead chapter 
in the entire BHS.  Others might 
score more points at contest but 
we are meeting our #1 objective to 
entertain with great shows and other 
presentations.  Having Mark in the 
bass section and Sound Affect among 
our performing quartets is terrific.

Speaking of objectives!  On November 
15, the executive committee met 
inside the Elsie Rossman Media 
Center at Concordia Seminary for its 
annual planning retreat (9:00 am – 
noon).  You’ll being hearing all about 
it each Monday night at rehearsal.

Calendar
Administrative Board will meet the second  

Monday of each month at 5:30pm
Nov 17 (m)  Chapter Meeting   7:00 P.M

Nov 21 (f)   Good Shepard       7:00 P.M.

Nov 24 (m)  Chapter Meeting   7:00 P.M.

Dec  01 (m)  Chapter Meeting  7:00 P.M.

Dec  08 (m)  Board Meeting     5:30 P.M.

Dec  08 (m)  Chapter Meeting  7:00 P.M.

Dec  11 (Th)  Coventry Meadows TBA

Dec 15  (15)  Chapter Meeting  7:00 P.M.

Dec 20  (Sat) Komet Hockey   5:45 P.M.

Dec 22  (m)   Chapter Meeting 7:00 P.M.

Dec 29  (m)  Chapter Meeting  7:00 P.M.

Jan  05  (m)  Chapter Meeting  7:00 P.M.

Jan  12  (m)   Board Meeting     5:30 P.M.

Jan  12  (m)   Chapter Meeting  7:00 P.M.

Jan  19  (m)   Chapter Meeting  7:00 P.M.

Jan  26  (m)   Chapter Meeting  7:00 P.M.
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The SCORE
The goal is to define how we will 
continue to work to meet our Mission, 
namely, “to offer male singers 

the opportunity to 
entertain using vocal 
music performances 
that adhere to the 
highest levels of 
technical excellence and 
visual presentation!”

That’s a mouthful, but 
that’s the goal.  How 
do we make it an even 
greater reality? You tell 
us and we’ll pledge to 
“make it happen in 2015!  
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The Mission of the Summit City Barbershop Chorus is to offer male singers the opportunity to entertain using vocal 
music performances that adhere to the highest standards of sound production and presentation.

President Dan Johnson with his 
best Barbershop/Pringles-Can-Guy 
Moustache.
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The SCORE is the publication of the Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, Chapter of the Cardinal District 
of the Barbershop Harmony Society:

Unless carrying a by-line, articles have been 
written by the Editor.

We encourage contributions from our members. 
Such contributions reflect the individual opinions 
of their author and not necessarily the opinions of 
the members or officers of this chapter.

President Roger Ford
Secretary Paul DeWitt
Treasurer Max Bell
Chapter Development VP Brad Pape
PR & Mkting VP Al Schumm
Music & Perf. VP Robbie Bucher
Youth in Harmony OPEN

Board Member Matt Huffman
Board Member Chuck Unger
Board Member Kurt Ives
Board Member Tim O’Reily
Board Member Jake Jewson

Chorus Manager Al Schumm
Bulletin Editor Bob Benner

Past Preident Jay Butler

Musical Director Mark Leimer
Assist Music Dir OPEN
Show Chairman Dan Johnson

December
David Thomas - December 10 
Bruce Wittgren - December 20

Brad Pape - December 30  

November
Paul DeWitt - Nov 5

Duane Johnson - Nov 12
Bill Carbon - Nov 23
Al Schumm - Nov 26

We Have Mail
 SCC Members,

     We Towns of Harmony ladies thoroughly 
enjoyed the opportunity to join our voices 
with those of the Summit City Chorus 
gentlemen in a show that appeared to 
delight our listeners while being a joy to 
perform.
     Thanks to our talented emcees, Jan Beal 
and Dan Johnson, for their amusing interpretation of the classic misunderstanding 
between the sexes. Confusion reigned supreme as they regaled their listeners 
with repartee and one-liners throughout the show. Finally, they got everything 
straightened out in the last scene in a finale that brought thunderous applause.
     Our audience was entertained, as well, by a number of outstanding quartets to 
round out the show. What talent they brought to the stage!
     Thanks for inviting us to share the wonderful evening. We look forward to working 
with Summit City Chorus in the future as we all promote this hobby we love!
 -- Bonnie Elberson

Congratulations to Brian Waite. 
(He’s been Waiting for a long time to win.)

Brian Eager

2013
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The Chorus Manager says THANKS for Tin Caps
and Beyond!

This was meant to be just an article 
about the 2014 Tin Caps game. But, 
it just seemed appropriate to say 
THANKS to all of the Chorus Members 
for their involvement in all of our 2014 
events.

Of course the Tin Caps game has 
grown into a great Family Event for 
the Chorus. We had a total of 60 
singers and family members attend 
the game on Saturday, July 12th, 2014. 
It was a beautiful evening with some 
pre-game singing at the entrance of 
the Parkview Field. We only had 14 
singers, but they were the right ones, 
because we performed the National 
Anthem very well. 

The Tin Caps staff have been great 
to work with. And, since we have 
performed there for seven years now, 
we don’t need to audition for that 
opportunity to do the song! We get 
reduced prices on our seats, and even 

though we haven’t requested 
specific seats for the games, we 
have always had really nice seats 
at various spots in the ball park. 

I really appreciate you guys 
providing me with a ticket count 

and allowing me to pass out the 
tickets the day of the game.  And, 
you’ve always come through with 
money for your tickets.

So, let’s look back at the some other 
major Chorus events:

I have fond memories of our “first time” 
trip to Sturgis, Michigan on Saturday, 
April 4th. It was fun to hop on a bus 
and take the ride up to Sturgis, where 
we “took our Show on the Road”. Our 
very own Fred Fox got us there and 
back quite safely. We had 23 guys on 
stage that night. They treated us very 
well up there, and we’re hoping to get 
back there sometime.

Another ‘first time” event was our 
concert in Berne at the Muensterberg 
Plaza on Saturday, August 23.  We had 
24 guys and some extra quartetters 

Singing exercises (warm-ups!) can 
provide our vocal folds with the 
same positive  effects. When singing 
exercises are properly utilized, the 
speaking voice benefits through 
developing efficiency of the 
respiratory system and improving 
phonation, resonance, and the 
condition of the voice. Both the 
body and the vocal folds need to 
be exercised to gain the optimum 
resonance in the speaking and 
singing voice.
-- Ginny

Ginny Says---

that night. It was a different setting 
for us, but with many guys working 
together, we pulled it off.  We dodged 
the impending storm that evening 
and filled downtown Berne with our 
Barbershop harmonies.

And then……our most recent “first 
time” event was the Cabaret and joint 
show with the Towns of Harmony 
Chorus on Saturday, October 25.  
What a great event and venue that 
turned out to be; we had 24 guys on 
stage that night, and the gals had 
about 22 on stage. It turned out to be 
great night of Barbershopping with a 
variety of performers. Thanks to all of 
the quartets who performed with us 
that night.

And, while I’m saying THANKS, I must 
not forget to thank our very own 
Mark Leimer and Pat Garmire for their 
directing us. And, then a great big 
thanks to Dan Johnson for his mastery 
of creating and adapting a script to fit 
the performance opportunity.
 
So, thanks to everyone...
Your Chorus Manager,
-- Al Schumm
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Venus Meets Mars was a Success
The Towns of Harmony 
and Summit City Chorus 
presented a joint show based 
on the book, Men are from 
Mars and Women are from 
Venus. The show began with 
Jan Beal and Dan Johnson 
beginning a dialog on 
opposite sides of the stage. 
The two choruses entered 
the stage from opposite sides 
while Jan and Dan continue 
their dialog. A set of risers was 
left vacant between the two choruses. 
The dialog leads to some of the 
book chapters, like “Men Go to their 
Caves and Women Talk” followed by 

Towns of 
H a r m o n y 
b r e a k i n g 
into the 
C u p s 
song and 
r h y t h m 
r o u t i n e 
u s i n g 

actual cups. 

Dan recites more dialog and the 
Summit City Chorus begins it’s 
first song, Breaking Up is Hard to 
Do featuring Brian Waite 
soloists. Dan continues with 
more dialog with Jan based 
on Chapter 5, “Speaking 
Different Languages” as 
Summit City Chorus begins 
the second songof the 
evening, Witchcraft. Jan 
dialogs with Dan and Towns 
of Harmony begins their 
song, So Much in Love after the dialog 
is complete. 

We now progress to Chapter 4, “How 
to Motivate the Opposite Sex”. More 
dialog from Dan and Jan being 
followed by Towns of Harmony 
singing We Go Together followed by 
Summit City Chorus singing Come Go 
with Me. 

Jan begins the next dialog while 
focusing on Chapter 9, “How to Avoid 
Arguments”. This part of the show is 
the first time the men turn away from 
the women as if trying to avoid facing 
the subject. Summit City Chorus faces 
the audience and begins singing 
the song, Singing in the Rain and 
return focus back to the women. The 
Towns of Harmony begin their song 
Gravity Blues while the men become 
very uncomfortable and looking the 
uncomfortable part. Near the end of 
the song, Summit City Chorus looks 
away and sings a couple of bars of 
Singing in the Rain, with no pitch pipe 
being blown, is an interruption to 
their song. All stops on stage as The 

Towns of 
H a r m o n y 
c o m p l e t e 
their song. 

D i a l o g 
begins with 
Dan and 
leads to 
Chapter 

10, “Score Points with the Opposite 
Sex”. The Summit City Chorus 
began the song, Oh Bla Dee, Oh Bla 
Dah, a song to plant point winning 
thoughts with the ladies and keep 
a smooth relationship. Jan picks up 
the dialog and commenting on the 
song that was just sung. The Towns 
of Harmony begins their song, Fit As 
a Fiddle, to give ideas to the guys of 
how they would try to score points 

with the male counterparts. 
Dan begins dialog, that 
eludes too the fact of buying 
diamonds, committing to 
being great husbands and 
fathers, while the women try 
to stay fit and beautiful, and 
that puts the sexes on the 
same page. 

All the emotional openness 
has been too intense and a 
break is needed. The women 

shrug their 
shoulders 
and the 
men turn 
and leave 
the stage 
with the 
w o m e n 
looking in 
d i s b e l i e f 
as to what 
has just happened. The Towns of 
Harmony turn and leave the stage 
when Summit City Chorus is off 
the stage. A short intermission is 
announced and the choruses mingle 
a little with the audience and get 
ready for the quartet parade. 

Our current director was given a 
special honor by Summit City Chorus 
president Roger Ford with Jeff Albert 
the MC for that portion of the show 
just before the actual intermission 
commenced.   

Jan announces the quartets 
Symmetry, New Harmony, Vocal Bling, 
and Crosstown Sound. Dan announced 
Those Guys, Sound Affect and Tagline. 

Continued, Page 5, “Venus vs. Mars”
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Dialog begins again between Jan and 
Dan. The choruses enter the stage at 
a preset que to begin the end of the 
show. The dialog is ended and the 

Towns of Harmony sing If I Had My 
Life to Live Over followed by Summit 
City Chorus singing You Are My Special 
Angel. 

The end of the show is finalized by the 
introduction of the quartets, the two 
choruses and the directors of both 
choruses. The two choruses leave the 
stage and mingled with audience 
members. 

I did notice a big hand 
clapping coming from the 

audience at the end 
of each song for both 
the ladies and men. 

A thunderous applause 
came from the audience at 
the end of the show. I did 
receive many compliments 
from audience members 
about our show. A past 
member attended the show 
with some friends, and they 
want to be contacted when 
we have our next show. 

We are making a splash on the 
entertainment scene in Fort 
Wayne. A special thank you is 
needed for all choruses, cast members 
and quartets. A big THANK YOU is 
needed for Dan Johnson and his 

magical show script writing abilities, 
show production, and patience with 
all chorus members, both ladies and 
men, trying to lead us to what was 
needed to communicate the show to 
the audience members. 

I believe we accomplished our goal, 
based on audience responses.
-- Bob Benner          

Continued from Page 4

Venus vs. Mars
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“The Music of Christmas” 
With 

The Reen Family Singers 

Saturday       December 13th  at 2:00 PM 
And special guest quartets: 

Instant Classic, Late Shift, The Rush,  Sounds Familiar,  

and Crosstown Sound 

Adults Tickets - $15.00  ($18.00 at the 
Door) 

Inner Circle - $20.00 

Children under 12 years - FREE! 
 

Doors open at 1:15 PM. 

Handicap Accessible. 

Pike High School Performing Arts Center 

6701 Zionsville Rd. 

Indianapolis, IN 46268 

To Order by mail: enclose a check payable to Circle City Sound or fill out the credit card 
information on the right.  Mail this order for to : 

     George Houk - Ticket Manager  
   9022 Lisering Circle / Indianapolis, IN  46256 
   (317) 849 - 0324 
 

Advanced Price           Qty                      Total 

Premium Seating **  $20         x            =        $                 

    Adult Advanced Price                  $15                      x                       =  [+]   $             

Adult Price @ Door  $18        x           =  [+]   $              

Children Under 12 yrs  Free        x           =  [+]   $    00.00              

     TOTAL 

Please check those that apply: 

Wheelchair or special accommodation required 

Please send information on how I can make a tax-deductible   

         contribution to support Circle City Sound. 

**Advanced Ticket Sales Only! 

Orders received after December 8, 2014 will be held at WILL CALL. 

Name 
 

Address 
 

City        State 
 

Zip   Phone (                    )   
 

E-mail 
 

 Visa                 Mastercard         Check for “Circle City Sound” 
 

Credit Card # 
 

Exp.                                                                CV (               ) 

 

 

Signature 

You can contribute!
Write an article.
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From the Director’s Desk
by Dave Duncan

as seen in the Starting Gate 
bulletin 

of the 
Louisville Thoroughbred Chorus, 

edited by Jerry Daiker

Fundamentals of Slinging on the 
Risers

 
Decorum.  Because of the number 
of men in the chorus, it is obviously 
not possible to permit people to 
talk whenever they might wish.  
Even whispers to a neighbor cause 
distractions to those in the immediate 
area and break the concentration and 
focus on the director.  As a result, the 
Thoroughbreds have a “no-talking-
on-the-risers” policy.

Attentive Stance. When singing, your 
feet should be roughly in line with 
your shoulders, with your outside 
foot slightly forward and the weight 
up onto the balls of your feet. The feet 
should not be exactly parallel and 
the toes slightly spread. Always focus 
your eyes on the director, unless the 
choreography requires otherwise.  
If you are using music, keep it up 
at eye level so that you can see the 
director.  If you are not holding music, 
your hands should hang naturally 

at the side;  they should never be in 
your pockets.  Have your carriage 
and posture in an “up” position, not 
slouched, and “reset” yourself at the 
end of stage presence moves.

Active Face.  Singing is more than just 
a passive experience.  It must involve 
the whole body.  While extraneous 
movement of the hands and feet 
can cause distraction, movements 
and changes of expression in the 
face—and, to a lesser extent, slight 
movement of the head and upper 
body—not only enhance the sound, 
but look impressive to the audience as 
well.  When singing, have your entire 
face always doing something, ideally 
to reflect the particular emotion 
conveyed by lyrics.

Uniform Vowels.  Critical to our 
form of music is that each word 
sound must blend with the other 
voices.  This is done by stressing  
uniform mouth shapes for each of the 
different vowels.  What makes this a 
little easier is that each vowel looks 
like its respective sound.  Therefore, 
an “Oh” (as in boat or grow) should 
look like an ”O” by having the lips 
completely rounded.  You should be 
conscious of what your lips are doing 
whenever you form a word sound.  
When singing, the facial muscles must 

over exaggerate the vowel shape that 
is normally used when talking; the 
lips must also protrude slightly and 
act like the bell of a trumpet.  Form 
vowels in a “Vertical” manner, with the 
sound then projected out in front of 
you; vowels should never be made in 
a “horizontal” fashion, with the sound 
going out to the sides.  Remember, 
we don’t sing words, we sing word 
sounds that make up words. Follow 
the rules you know so well, just as you 
were taught.

Volume Relationships.  The higher 
you sing, the softer it should be, 
relatively (i.e.., at any given overall 
chorus volume level). This is 
particularly true for baritones when 
their notes are above the lead.  On 
high notes, take the pressure off 
and just let the sound “float” out—
contrary to the human tendency to 
try and “muscle it.” Conversely, the 
lower you sing (in whichever part), the 
greater your relative volume should 
be. Re-member to balance the chords 
as instructed.

Smoothness. Everything we sing is 
done in a smooth, connected way—
not choppy.  In-deed, the faster we 
sing, the smoother it must be (again, 
just the opposite of the normal 
tendency!)

Music Craft of the Month

My Special Angel

The song My Special Angel was written 
by Jimmy Duncan for Bobby Helms 
who recorded it in 1957. Jimmy 
Duncan was born June 25, 1927 in 
Houston, Texas and died November 9, 
2011.

The song became a crossover hit in 1957 
for Bobby Helms. The song peaked at 
number seven on the Billboard Hot 
100 chart and spent four weeks at 
number one on the US Country music 

chart. The single made the R&B chart 
as well peaking at number eight.

The Songs that We Sing We may not be professional performers,
but we perform professionally.



Buckeye
Invitational 
Champion 
1985, 1988, 1993, 2003, 2011
District Chorus Champs
Plateau AAAA Champions 2011 & 2012
Most improved Chorus 2011 & 2012

1993

Bob Benner
POB 272
Grabill, Indiana, 46741
(H) 260-627-3063
(E) rbt_benner@yahoo.com

 

Present  

Thursday August 22, 2013 
8:00 PM 

Foellinger Theater 
Fort Wayne 
Admission Free 

Articulation is the process of singing 
in a smooth or gliding manner 
and described as Legato singing. A 
detached, separated type singing is 
described as Staccato singing and 
sounding like picket fences. We have 
been hearing and training 
for years for that smooth 
type, organ sound. The 
way we sing words and 
consonants form the 
connections of words and 
phrases. It creates that 
smooth, gliding manner 
barbershoppers strive for 
and more understanding 
of the words being sung.

 Have you thought how 
our training in barbershop 
singing affects our daily speech in 
every day communication with other 
people? I revert back to the thought, 
sing like you talk and talk like you sing. 
Using the cheeks up, throat open and 

sound forward when talking, makes 
talking and everyday communication 
easier with a projected sound and 
not swallowing the sound back in the 
throat, which can damage the vocal 
chords. 

By using vowels and consonants 
to form speaking words like 
barbershoppers do when singing, 
finishes word sounds and connects 
words and phrases together. They 

may not be that smooth, gliding 
manner, but the spoken words will be 
more understandable. 

Using the vowels and consonants will 
also slow your everyday speech just 

enough, to help you keep your train 
of thought and your mouth in sync 
and avoiding the appearance of 
stuttering or an unorganized mind. 

Articulation, when used properly, 
can produce confidence you project 
to the person you are speaking to as 
well as a boost of confidence within 
the person speaking or singing. 
Articulation gives us an opportunity 
to practice on a daily basis and can 

help prepare us for singing at chapter 
meetings and stage performances 
just by our daily practice of speaking 
with articulation methods.   
-- Bob Benner

What is Articulation


